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TRUSTWORTHY 

DEPENDABLE 

RELIABLE 


No  matter  how  you  say  it,  they  all  mean  con- 
fidence in  the  coin  collecting  publications  from 
Krause  Publications. 

Over  350,000  coin  collectors  purchase  and 
subscribe  to  Krause  Publications  products. 
That’s  a lot  of  confidence! 
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ion  on  coin  collecting  publications  from  the  leading 
numismatics  publisher,  just  write:  Krause  Publications,  Inc.,  Free  Infor- 
mation, lola,  Wisconsin  54945. 
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i.o.w  news  release 


The  19th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
(NOW)  will  be  held  May  5-6  at  the  Red  Carpet  Expo  Center*  4747 

5.  Howell  Ave.»  Milwaukee*  Wis. 

Hosted  by  the  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society*  the  show  wil I 
feature  dealers  from  throughout  the  U.S.  to  buy  and  sell.  Show 
hours  are  from  9 a.m.-7  P.m.  on  May  5*  9:30  a.m.-5  p.m.  on  May 

6.  Admission  is  free  and  registrants  will  receive  free  wooden 
nickels  and  numismatic  literature. 

Early  bird  arrivers  coming  on  May  4 may  want  to  participate- 
in  the  Counterfeit  Detection  Seminar*  conducted  by  Ed  Fleisch- 
man  and  John  Hunter.  Fee  for  the  seminar  is  $35.  Reservations 
are  required  and  early  reservation  is  suggested. 

A short  '/overview'/  session  will  be  held  at  2 P.m.  May  5 
for  the  general  public  at  no  charge.  This  session  is  intended 
for  the  novice  and  occasional  collector  and  will  cover  some 
very  elementary  principles  of  counterfeit  detection.  Also*  the 
ANACS  staff  will  have  a table  at  the  show  where  any  interested 
collector  can  bring  a coin  for  an  opinion  as  to  its  authenticity 
free  of  charge. 

Several  numismatic  groups  will  meet  in  conjunction  with 
the  NOW  convention.  A busy  meeting  schedule  is  planned  for  May 
5.  Exhibitors  are  invited  to  attend  and  participate  in  award 
competition.  Bourse  space  is  still  available  on  a first-come 
basis . 

For  further  information  on  the  convention  contact  Del 
Bertschy*  NOW  Convention  Chairman*  3939  N.  Murray  Ave.*  Mil- 
waukee* Wis.  53211 
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The  objective  of  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  shall  be  to  encourage  and  promote  inter- 
est in  numismatics;  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  between  Wisconsin  coin  collectors 
and  the  state's  coin  clubs,  as  well  as  collectors  of  other  states;  and,  to  encourage  and 
assist  new  collectors  and  coin  clubs.  All  resources  of  the  organization  shall  be  used  to 
further  the  above  objectives. 


I AM  BUYING 


TOP  DOLLAR 

FOR  YOUR  MATERIAL 

from 


Kurt  R.  Krueger 

Professional  Numismatist 

Kimberly,  Wisconsin  54136 
Phone  414-731-6389 


COLLECTIONS,  ESTATES,  HOARDS  & SINGLES 
United  States  Coins  — Foreign  Coins  & Currency 
National  Currency  — Type  Notes 
Tokens  — Medals  — Oddments 


You  can  capitalize  on  my  diversified  knowledge  of  numismatics.  I am  in  constant  need  of  material  to  supply  the  demand  of  my  large  clientele.  I am  willing  to  travel 
anywhere  to  view  your  holdings  if  warranted  Whether  you  have  a single  item  or  a six-figure  collection,  I would  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  discuss  a confidential 
transaction  with  you 


WHY  CONTACT  ME? 

Get  A Piece  of  the  Kurt  R.  Krueger  P - 1 - E 
PROFESSIONALISM  - INTEGRITY  - EXPERIENCE 


PROFESSIONALISM:  Kurt  R Krueger  is  a full-time,  highly  respected  professional  numismatist  who  is  well-known  for  his  high  ethical  standards  in  his  field  of 
endeavor  Kurt  is  a member  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  As  a member  of  the  P N G Kurt  was  required  to  subscribe  to  a rigid  code  of  ethics  and  pass 
strict  financial  requirements  Further.  Kurt  is  a Life  Member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  an  organization  in  which  he  takes  an  active  interest 

INTEGRITY:  Because  of  Kurt's  firm  adherence  to  a rigid  code  of  business  ethics  and  moral  values,  you  can  expect  an  honest  evaluation  and  a fair  price  for  your 
holdings  Kurt  will  not  merely  "cherry-pick"  your  collection  he  will  purchase  your  material  intact  lock,  stock  and  barrel 

EXPERIENCE:  Way  back  in  1956.  long  before  many  of  today's  dealers  could  pronounce  the  word.  Kurt  became  a budding  young  numismatist  An  intense  desire  for 
knowledge  for  the  past  22  years  has  given  Kurt  a keen  knowledge  of  United  States  numismatics.  Further,  as  a contributing  editor  of  two  maior  numismatic  titles. 
Kurt  has  developed  an  expertise  of  the  foreign  com  and  currency  market. 

Kurt  is  constantly  on  the  go.  criss-crossing  the  nation  many  times  annually  to  attend  coin  conventions  and  meet  with  personal  clientele  this  constant  contact 
with  people  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  gives  him  an  insight  of  the  market  which  few  en|oy 


There  you  have  it1  Professionalism.  Integrity  and  Experience,  the  three  essential  ingredients  of  a highly  respected  dealer  Over  the  years,  as  you  built  and  enjoyed 
your  collection,  you  put  forth  much  time  and  energy  along  with  a substantial  investment  Now,  as  you  consider  the  sale  of  your  holdings,  your  wisest  investment 
could  very  well  be  a telephone  call  or  a letter  to  Kurt  R Krueger  a name  synonymous  with  numismatics 


Kurt  R.  Krueger 

414-731-6389 

P.O.Box  7 Kimberly,  WI  54136 

Current  anchor  Past  Member  of  the  Governing  Boards  of  Local,  State , Regional  and  National  Organizations. 
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CANDIDATES  ANNOUNCE  ENTRY 
INTO  BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS  RACE 

The  following  Persons  have 
announced  their  candidacy  for 
positions  on  the  Numismatists 
of  Wisconsin  board  of  govern- 
ors. 

They  are:  Don  Clark  of 
Madisoni  Len  Roosmalen  of  Mil- 
waukee* Ken  Bressett  of  Racine* 
Vickie  Klausch  of  Jackson*  Mike 
Segersin  of  Green  Bay*  and  John 
Rydzak  of  Manitowoc. 

****************************** 


ANA  SUMMER  SEMINAR  SCHOLARSHIP 
AVAILABLE  TO  WISCONSIN  MEMBERS 

A full  paid  travel*  lodg- 
ing and  tuition  scholarship  for 
the  American  Numismatic  Associ- 
ation's Summer  Seminar  June 
24-30  in  Colorado  Springs  is 
being  offered  by  the  NOW  or- 
ganization. 

Any  collector  in  Wiscon- 
sin who  is  a member  of  NOW  or 
a member  of  a club  which  is 
a member  of  NOW  is  elgible  for 
this  scholarship. 

Along  with  a club  nomin- 
ation* the  applicant  must  sub- 
mit a capsule  review  of  the 
qualifications  he  or  she  has 
in  numismatics.  Immediate  and 
I ong-term' contributions  to  the 
hobby  will  be  considered  as 
will  participation  in  club  and 
committee  work*  exhibiting* 
talks  and  writings  on  numis- 


matics and  emphasis  will  be 
put  on  overall  character. 

Deadline  for  application 
submittal  is  April  7.  For 
further  information  contact 
Harold  Helm*  119  W.  9th  Ave.* 
Oshkosh*  Wis.  54901. 

***************************** 

LARRY  SPANBAUER  AUTHORS  WORi' 

ON  COUNTERFEIT  U.S.  COINAGE 

A comprehensive  illustrat- 
ed catalog  of  counterfeit  U.S. 
coins  from  1616  to  the  present 
has  been  authored  by  NOW  member 
Larry  Spanbauer. 

The  work*  entitled  The  Stan- 
dard Catalogue  of  Counterfeit 
United  States  Coins*  boasts  of 
over  400  illustrations  and  is 
300-pages  in  length.  Price  of 
the  work  is  $29.95. 

Autographed  copies  are  avail 
able  to  NOW  members*  Spanbauer 
informs  NOW  NEWS.  Persons  inter 
ested  in  acquiring  such  a copy 
should  write  Spanbauer  directly 
at  1685  Crestview  Dr.*  Oshksoh* 
Wis.  54901. 

Spanbauer  is  no  novice  to 
the  realm  of  counterfeits  and 
altered  coins.  In  1975*  he  Pub- 
lished a monograph  entitled 
Colonial  Copies,  Private  Mint 
Replicas  and  Modern  Counter- 
feits of  United  States  Coins. 

He  currently  writes  a column 
for  Numismatic  News  called 
/'Focusing  on  Fakes.''  He  also 
served  as  editor  of  NOW  NEWS 
for  two  years . 


Seek  & You 
Shall  Find 


by  Arthur  Giere,  WNWA 


Less  than  two  decades  ago*  after  the  beginning  of  the 
Anno  Domino  chronology*  Lucanus  issued  a publication  wherein  he 
cited  stories  and  parables  attributed  to  Jesus  of  Nazareth*  the 
Christ.  Lucanus  was  a native  of  Antioch  in  Syria  and  a well 
known  medical  student.  His  book  is  known  as  the  Epistle  of  St. 

Luke. 

On  one  occasion*  Luke  wrote  that  the  Lord  made  mention  of 
a woman  who  had  lost  a silver  coin.  After  spending  much  time 
diligently  searching  for  the  piece*  the  story  goes*  she  finally 
recouped  it.  She  then  shouted  to  her  friends  and  neighbors* 
''Rejoice  with  me*  for  I have  found  my  coin  which  was  lost.'' 

Doesn't  this  remind  you  of  a present  day  coin  collector 
who  has  found  the  coin  which  he  has  been  searching  for?  Take* 
for  instance*  the  Church  treasurer  who  found  a 1931-S  cent  worth 
$50*  the  parking  meter  collector  who  noted  a 1932-S  quarter  cata- 
logued at  $60*  the  missionary  who  found  a 1934-S  silver  dollar  in 
a hat  collection  priced  at  $855  the  newspaper  boy  who  received  a 
1916-D  dime  in  change  rated  at  $80?  the  ticket  salesman  who  was 
stuck  with  a 1950  silver  half  dollar  valued  at  $15i  and*  the 
railroad  conductor  who  was  handed  a 1926  Canadian  nickel  apprais- 
ed at  $100. 

Surely*  each  one  of  these  coin  handlers  must  have  rejoiced 
with  their  finds  though  there  was  no  shouting  from  the  roof  tops. 

In  ancient  times*  treasurers  were  buried  or  Planted  for  safety 
There  were  no  banks  for  storing  money.  So*  one  can  truthfully  say 
today  that  coins  are  usually  unearthed  by  the  use  of  the  spade. 
Thousands  of  coins  are  brought  to  light  by  skin  divers  in  areas  of 
ancient  shipwrecks. 

Coins  are  imperishable  it  seems.  They  are*  in  many  cases* 
the  only  monumental  evidence  of  the  past  and  they  tell  stories 
which  are  quite  memorable. 

Don't  become  a numismatist  to  make  a fortune*  there  are  few 
fortunes  made  that  way.  There  are  many  millions  of  coin  hobbyists 
and  very  few  make  their  daily  bread  that  way.  The  real  hobbyist 
is  not  in  it  for  the  earnings  but  for  the  joy  and  relaxation  it 
brings  to  him.  A folder  of  Lincoln  cents  can  bring  as  much  joy 
and  happiness  as  a set  of  Morgan  dollars  brings  to  a rich  neigh- 
bor. Each  of  these  collectors  has  found  the  an  area  of  interest 
in  collecting*  and  that  is  the  science  of  numismatics. 


Gambrinus: 

The  Beer  King 


by  Trey  Foerster,  WNWA 


Despite  the  myriad  of  myths  perpetuated  by  each  brand  of 
beer i there  is  at  least  one  myth  which  deserves  immortality. 

If  numismatics  is  the  hobby  of  kings*  beer  is  the  leisurely  in- 
toxicant of  kings. 

King  Gambrinus  is  said  to  be  a s emi- my t h o I o g i ca I Flemish 
king  who  is  credited  with  the  first  brewing  of  beer.  His  name 
supposedly  is  derived  from  that  of  //Jan  Primus.//  or  John  I 
of  Brabant  (d.  1294).  John  served  as  president  of  the  Brussels 
brewers/  guild.  In  fact*  his  portrait  hung  in  a prominent  Place 
in  the  guildhal  I:  There  his  canvass  portrait  greeted  many  a 
visitor  with  a tankard  of  beer  in  his  uplifted  hand. 

After  a time*  this  portrait  of  John  I served  as  an  inspir- 
ation for  the  myth  of  the  beer  king.  Perpetuation  of  the  myth 
can  be  seen  on  a number  of  tokens*  the  most  famous  of  which  are 
the  V.  Blatz  of  Milwaukee  tokens. 

JOHN  I OF  BRABANT 

Surnamed  '/the  Victorious*'/  John  was  the  second  son  of 
Duke  Henry  III  and  Alice  of  Burgundy.  He  later  followed  his 
eldest  brother*  Henry*  to  the  duchy  of  Brabant  after  the  latter 
was  deposed  in  John's  favor. 

Marriages  provided  John  with  necessary  links  to  the  powers 
of  France  and  Flanders.  In  1271*  John  married  Margaret*  the 
daughter  of  Louis  IX  of  France.  Two  years  later*  John  married 
Margaret  of  Flanders*  daughter  of  Guy  of  Dampierre. 

Through  the  marriage  of  his  sister*  Mary*  to  Philip  III  of 
France*  surnamed  ''the  Bold*'/  John  acquired  a great  alliance 
with  the  kings  of  France. 

LIMBURG  SUCCESSION 

In  1279-80*  the  succession  to  the  duchy  of  Limburg  became 
the  center  of  dispute  between  Reynold  of  Gelderland  and  Count 
Adolf  of  Berg.  Limburg  controlled  the  major  commercial  artery 
running  between  Cologne  amd  Flanders.  Hence*  a bitter  erupted 
for  succession  to  the  rights  of  the  duchy. 

Adolf  of  Berg  found  himself  in  a weaker  position  than 
Reynold.  Adolf  sold  his  right  of  succession  to  John  I of  Bra- 
bant* our  beer  king.  John  was  anxious  to  acquire  the  financial 
rewards  of  the  commercial  road. 


In  1283*  warfare  broke  out  between  Reynold  and  John.  Ne- 
gotiations between  the  feuding  parties  were  endless. 

Reynold  found  he  could  not  hold  his  own  against  John?  so 
he  gave  over  his  right  of  succession  to  Henry  III  of  Luxembourg? 
who  himself  was  a descendant  of  Waleran  III  of  Limburg.  Henry 
succeeded  in  gaining  the  backing  of  the  archbishop  of  Cologne. 
With  the  combined  forces  of  Reynold  and  the  archbishop?  Henry 
began  contemplating  the  tactics  to  subject  John. 

Upon  hearing  of  the  consolidation  of  forces?  John  set  march 
and  laid  siege  to  the  castle  of  Woeringen?  near  Bonn?  and  there 
defeated  his  opposition  on  June  5?  1288.  Thereafter?  the  duchy 

of  Limburg  was  attached  to  the  duchy  of  Brabant. 

But  that's  not  the  end  of  our  story.  John  succeeded  in 
tightening  control  over  his  land  holdings  by  marrying  his 
daughter  to  Henry  of  Luxembourg  in  1291.  Further  economic  de- 
velopment was  made  by  John  in  keeping  favor  with  Edward  I of 
England. 

THE  END 

Connected  with  the  beer  king's  life  is  an  almost  satirical 
twist  of  fate  in  his  death.  While  participating  in  a tournament 
in  May  1294?  John  received  a mortal  wound.  John  I?  the  beer  king? 
died  on  May  3--at  a place  called  Bar! 


by  Harold  Helm,  WNWA 


Frances  Elias  Spinner  was  born  Jan.  31*  1802  in  Mohawk*  N.Y. 

He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  John  P.  SPinneri  who  for  26-years  served 
with  the  historic  Fort  Herkimer  Church.  Frances  was  the  oldest  of 
nine  children. 

His  formal  schooling  must  have  been  limited:  At  16-years  of 
a2e»  he  became  self-supporting  as  an  apprentice  to  an  Albany  candy 
manufacturer  and  wholesaler.  While  in  Albany*  he  was  given  access 
to  a library  when  good  books  were  uncommon.  It  was  during  this 
period  that  he  received  a fine  practical  education  in  bookkeep- 
ing and  the  handling  of  money. 

In  1824*  Frances  moved  to  Herkimer  as  a merchant.  In  1829* 
he  became  cashier  of  the  Mohawk  Bank*  and  in  the  same  year  began 
his  Political  career  as  a deputy  sheriff.  In  1834*  he  was  promot- 
ed to  sheriff*  a career  he  Persued  for  an  additional  nine  years. 

In  1854*  Frances  was  elected  to  Congress  for  the  7th  Dis- 
trict of  New  York.  Subsequently*  he  was  re-elected  by  a large 
Republican  majority  to  the  35th  and  36th  Congressional  sessions. 

As  a Republican*  Frances  became  a strong  supporter  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  his  presidencial  bid. 

When  Lincoln  became  President*  Salmon  P.  Chase  was  installed 
as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Chase  then  appointed  Frances  as 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  Of  the  26  treasurers  the  U.S.  has 
had  since  the  commencement  of  paper  money  issues  in  1861*  Frances 
remained  in  office  the  second  longest.  His  14  years  were  only 
surpassed  by  W.A.  Julien*  who  served  16  years  in  the  office. 

It  was  during  this  time  that  Frances  conceived  and  produced 
fractional  currency  notes.  Also*  he  gained  the  nickname  of 
//Watch  Dog  of  the  Treasury.//  His  ornate  and  distinctive  sig- 
nature was  printed  on  every  greenback  issued  during  the  14  years 
he  remained  in  office.  The  only  exceptions  were  a few  issues  of 
demand  notes  and  the  first  few  issues  of  fractional  notes.  He 
shared  the  signatures  on  paper  money  with  four  Register  of  the 
Treasury  signers:  Lucius  E.  Chittenden  (1861-64)*  S.B.  Colby 
(1864-67)*  Noah  L.  Jeffries  (1867-69)*  and  John  Allison  (1869-75). 
Frances  also  signed  the  check  which  purchased  Alaska  from  the 
Russians. 

While  Frances  served  as  Treasurer*  he  brought  about  the  hiring 
of  women  as  clerical  workers  for  the  government.  A while  after  the 
experiment  began*  he  made  the  statement  that  //some  of  the  females 
are  doing  more  and  better  work  for  the  $900  Per  annum  than  many 
male  clerks  who  were  paid  double  that  amount./'  Women  employees*  in 


Frances  Elias 
Spinner 


gratitude  to  him»  had  his  statue  cast  in  bronze  by  sculptor 
H.J.  Ellicott. 

Although  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  Washington*  D.C.* 
with  an  occasional  vacation  to  Florida  during  the  winters* 
he  continued  to  call  Mohawk  his  official  residence.  He  returned 
there  each  year  to  vote. 

Frances  was  a passionate  lover  of  flowers  and  he  sometimes 
pressed  grasses  and  flowers  and  arranged  them  under  glass.  He 
would  present  these  pressed  items  as  gifts  to  his  friends.  It 
is  said  he  always  liked  to  have  flowers  on  his  Washington  desk. 

In  his  last  years*  he  suffered  from  cancer  and  failing  eye 
sight.  He  died  in  Florida  on  Dec.  31*  1890.  He  was  buried  in  the 
Mohawk  cemetery.  A facsimile  of  his  signature*  once  familiar  to 
millions  of  Americans*  is  carved  on  his  tombstone. 


by  Fred  Borgmann,  NEWS 

Presented  in  this  article 
is  a brief  survey  of  the  ser- 
vice medals  issued  by  or  with- 
in the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

This  survey,  a second  in 
a series,  cannot  be  consider- 
ed complete.  Rather,  it  is  a 
tantalizing  taste  of  what  has 
become  challenging  in  a 
specialized  collecting  field. 

Sources  of  information  on 
the  medals  covered  within  this 
two-part  series  are  very  limit- 
ed. One  source  is  my  personal 
colllection.  Other  sources  in- 
clude various  dealers  and  fel- 
low military  medal  collectors. 

Any  addititional  infor- 
mation concerning  medals  of 
Wisconsin  or  from  any  of  the 
other  Continental  48  states 
would  be  appreciated.  Please 
contact  me  at  P.0.  Box  135, 
Iola,  Wis.  54945. 


The  First  World  War  caused 
the  largest  deluge  of  locally- 
issued  military  service  medals 
ever  witnessed  in  the  United 
States.  Wisconsin  was  right  in 
step  with  the  best  of  the  na- 
tion and  many  local  government 
units  issued  service  medals. 

Surprisingly  enoughi  it 
seems  that  only  Wisconsin's 
small  and  medium  sized  commun- 
ities issued  the  medals.  Large 
populated  areas  like  Milwaukee 
appear  not  to  have  issued  the 
medals  for  their  veterans.  At 
I east i none  have  been  reported 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

The  following  Wisconsin 
localities  did  issue  WWI  mili- 
tary service  medals. 

BEAVER  DAM 

This  32mm  bronze  medal  is 
suspended  from  a red?  white 
and  blue  ribbon.  A unique 
broach  consists  of  a beaver  on 
a log  and  bears  the  town  name. 


Obverse  depicts  a stand- 
ing eaglet  which  is  similar  to 
the  eagle  on  the  Wlaking  Liber- 
ty half  dollar.  The  eagle  rests 
atop  the  U.S.  coat  of  arms.  To 
the  left  of  the  eagle's  for- 
ward leg  are  the  dates  1917, 
1918.  The  legend  readsi  ''They 
Did  Not  Pass.'' 

Reverse  design  bears  the 
Beaver  Dam  city  seal  which  sits 
upon  two  sprigs  of  laurel.  The 
10- I ine  legend  reads*  ''PRE- 
SENTED BY  THE  CITY  OF  BEAVER 
DAM,  WIS.  TO  THE  SOLDIFRS  AND 
SAILORS  THAT  SERVED  IN  WORLD 
WAR  SEPT.  1st,  1919  BY  F.J. 
MIRLACH,  MAYOR,  Wm.  A.  GERGEN, 
CITY  CLERK. ' ' 

The  manufacturer  is  un- 
known, but  most  likely  is 
Whitehead  and  Hoag  of  Newark, 

N.  J. 

IRON  COUNTY 

This  sma I I 26mm  bronze 
medal  is  suspended  on  a red, 
white  and  blue  ribbon. 

Obverse  depicts  a winged 
U.S.  coat  of  arms  above  a fe- 
male figure  holding  a palm 
branch  in  her  right  hand  and 
a wreath  extended  in  her  left 
hand.  In  the  center,  below  her 
left  arm,  are  the  words: 

'•'RIGHT  OVER  MIGHT.''  Below 
these  words  is  an  eagle  with 
wings  spread.  Along  the  bot- 
tom edge  is,  ''IRON  COUNTRY, 
WIS.  ' ' 

On  the  reverse  is  the 
eight-line  legend:  ''SOUVENIR 


OF  IRON  COUNTY,  WIS.  SOLDIERS 
AND  SAILORS  HOME  COMING  CELE- 
BRATION 1919. ' ' 

The  medal  was  manufactured 
by  the  Whitehead  and  Hoag  Co. 
of  Newark,  N.J. 

NEW  LONDON 

This  32mm  bronze  medal, 
though  not  suspended  from  a 
ribbon  in  this  specific  case, 
usually  comes  on  a red,  white 
and  blue  ribbon. 

Obverse  design  is  the  same 
as  the  Beaver  Dam  service  medal. 

Reverse  design  incorporates 
the  New  London  city  seal  at  the 
bottom  on  two  sprigs  of  laurel. 
The  five-line  legend,  with  a 
name  space  above,  reads:  ''PRE- 
SENTED TO BY  THE  CITY 

OF  NEW  LONDON,  WIS.  IN  GRATE- 
FUL RECOGNITION  OF  PATRIOTIC 
SERVICE  IN  THE  WORLD  WAR." 

It  also  was  manufactured 
by  Whitehead  and  Hoag  of  New- 
ark, N.J. 

RACINE 

This  38mm  bronze  medal  comes 
suspended  from  a Plain  bronze 
broach  on  a red,  white  and  blue 
silk  ribbon. 

Obverse  design  despicts  a 
soldier  and  sailor  marching 
left  with  a screaming  eagle 
perched  on  an  American  shield 
behind  them.  At  the  bottom  is 
a ribbon  inscribed,  "WORLD 
WAR  SERVICE . ' ' 

Reverse  bears  the  five-line 


legend*  above  a name  space: 
'/PRESENTED  FOR  VALIANT  SERVICE 
RENDERED  OUR  COUNTRY.  BY  THE 
CITY  OF  RACINE.  ' ' 

The  medal  was  manufactured 
by  Schwaab  of  Milwaukee. 

SAUK  COUNTY 

A multi-colored  victory 
ribbon  suspends  a bronze  36mm 
cross  for  this  issue i which 
should  have  an  ornately  edged 
broach. 

Obverse  design  depicts  an 
eagle  in  the  center  below  a 
ribbon  inscribed*  ''WORLD  WAR 
SERVICE.''  Above  the  Wisconsin 
coat  of  arms  is  the  legend: 
''COUNTY  OF  SAUK  STATE  OF 
WISCONSIN . ' ' 

Reverse  bears  the  12-line 
legend:  ''PRESENTED  BY  THE 

COUNTY  OF  SAUK  IN  GRATEFUL  RE- 
COGNITION OF  PATRIOTIC  SERVICE 
RENDERED  DURING  THE  WORLD  WAR 
1917-1918. ' ' 

This  medal  was  also  manu- 
factured by  Whitehead  and  Hoag 
o f Newa  rk  * N . J . 

STANLEY 

A red*  white  and  blue  rib- 
bon suspends  this  32mm  bronze 
medal  . 

Obverse  design  is  the 
same  as  the  Beaver  Dam  medal. 

Reverse  depicts  the  Wis- 
consin coat  of  arms  at  the  bot- 
tom resting  on  sprigs  of  laur- 
el. The  six-line  legend  reads: 
"PRESENTED  BY  THE  CITY  OF 


STANLEY,  WIS.  IN  GRATEFUL  RE- 
COGNITION OF  PATRIOTIC  SERVICES 
IN  WORLD  WAR. ' ' 

The  medal  was  manufactured 
by  Whitehead  and  Hoag  of  Newark, 
N . J . 

TREMPEALEAU  COUNTY 

This  36mm  medal  is  a bronze 
cross  suspended  from  an  inter- 
ally  victory  ribbon. 

Obverse  design  has  an  eagle 
on  the  U.S.  coat  of  arms  in  the 
center  between  the  dates  1917 
and  1918.  The  ribbon  above  is 
inscribed,  /'UNITED  STATES 
FORCES.  ' ' 

Reverse  depicts  the  Wiscon- 
sin coat  of  arms  in  center  on 
palm  branches,  above  a blank 
name  space.  The  13- I ine  legend 
reads:  ''PRESENTED  BY  THE  CITI- 

ZENS OF  TREMPEALEAU  COUNTY  WIS- 
CONSIN TO IN  FRATEFUL 

RECOGNITION  OF  PATRIOTIC  SERVICE 
IN  THE  WORLD  WAR. ' ' 

It  was  also  manufactured  by 
Whitehead  and  Hoag,  Newark,  N.J. 

GRANT  COUNTY 

A medal  from  Grant  County 
has  been  reported  but  not  con- 
f i rme  d . 

RED  ARROW  DIVISION  (32nd) 

Another  WWI  service  medal 
was  issued  by  the  mothers  of 
servicemen  in  the  32nd  Division 
(Red  Arrow).  This  is  a 36mm 
bronze  table  medal  lacking  any 
form  of  suspension  since  it 


was  not  intended  to  be  worn. 

Obverse  depicts  a large 
U.S.  eagle  above  a pedestal.  It 
is  between  the  Wisconsin  coat 
of  arms  on  the  left  and  the 
divisional  insignia  at  the 
right.  The  Pedestal  is  inscrib- 
ed: ''VETERAN  WORLD  WAR  1917- 

1918. ' ' 

Reverse  design  has  a blank 
name  space  above  the  8-line  le- 
gend: ''TO FROM  THE 

MOTHERS  OF  THE  32nd  DIVISION 
IN  APPRECIATION  OF  HEROISM  AND 
SACRIFICE  JUNE  6th  1919.'' 

The  local  medal  fad  ended 
shortly  after  the  First  World 
War  in  the  period  of  general 
d is  a I I u s ionmen t . At  the  end  of 
WWII,  very  few  communities  is- 
sued medals  to  their  returning 
sons . 


wir/MMA 


■ 
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Back  in  1937i  there  were  no  coin  shops  in  Madison*  Wis.* 
and  very  few  People  who  collected  coins  or  who  were  interested 
in  buying  them.  This  situation  was  Partly  due  to  the  fact  that 
money  was  very  tight  and  many  people  were  out  of  work. 

A man  by  the  name  of  Mandt*  who  lived  west  of  Mazomanie 
somewhere*  had  relatives  living  four  or  five  blocks  from  the 
drugstore  we  owned.  These  people  told  Mandt  that  I collected 
coins. 

One  day*  Mandt  came  to  the  store  with  three  uncirculated 
1852  silver  dollars.  He  explained  that  his  father  had  given 
the  coins  to  him  and  his  two  brothers  on  his  father's  birth- 
day--which  was  a rather  odd  reverse  birthday  gift.  The  three 
brothers  had  decided  to  sell  the  coins  as  a lot. 

Several  dealers  had  wanted  to  buy  just  one  out  of  the  three 
coins.  Mandt  had  approached  several  Chicago  dealers*  but  at  $25 
each*  the  dealers  didn't  want  to  tie  up  the  money  in  buying  the 
three  coins  for  stock. 

Well*  I paid  Mandt  his  asking  price  and  became  the  proud 
owner  of  three  1852  silver  dollars.  In  the  years  that  followed*  \ 

all  three  silver  dollars  were  disposed  of.  The  first  I sold  to 
finance  the  Purchase  of  a new  sewing  machine  for  my  wife.  The 
second  was  sold*  but  I cannot  recall  where  it  went.  The  third 
and  the  nicest  Piece  I sold  to  Ben  Dreska  of  RARCOA  in  Chicago. 

This  Piece  eventually  was  sold  at  auction  for  $2*500. 

Over  the  years*  I've  often  regretted  selling  those  coins. 

However*  when  things  are  Placed  into  perspective*  the  coins 
were  a lot  of  fun  to  own  and  financially  rewarding  to  me.  This 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  three  silver  dollars  would  command 
a $15*000+  value  in  the  inflated  money  of  1979. 

Some  years  later*  Mandt  returned  to  the  store.  This  time* 
he  had  six  uncirculated  $20  gold  p i e c e s- - wh i c h were  also  probably 
gifts  since  they  were  hand-picked  perfect  Pieces*  beautiful  in 
color  and  striking.  The  owner  never  did  say  where  the  $20  Pieces 
came  from.  It  made  me  wonder  about  what  kind  of  man  Mandt's 
father  was*  since  the  gifts  of  double  eagles  in  those  days  of 
tight  money  was  quite  unusual. 


Reprinted  from  Civil  War  Token  Society 
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Louis  Kurz 

Pictoria 

Photographs 

by  Glenn  H.  Firesto 

Louis  Kurz,  born  in  Austria  in  1834,  migrated  with  his  family 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  at  the  age  of  14.  In  1852,  he  moved  to  Chicago  whe 
he  was  employed  as  a scene  painter.  This  stay,  however,  was  short  livi 
since  he  soon  returned  to  Milwaukee  to  produce  lithographs  with  his  n« 
partner  Henry  Seifert. 

At  the  outset  of  the  Civil  War,  Kurz  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Nort 
His  artistry  was  known  to  all  during  this  period  of  conflict  and  he  was  si 
to  be  a personal  friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  His  lithographs  of  this  peri 
were  the  first  to  be  reproduced  after  the  Civil  War. 

In  1863,  he  formed  the  Chicago  Lithographic  Company,  which  continui 
in  business  until  1871.  Again  returning  to  Milwaukee,  he  formed  t 
American  Oleograph  Company.  However,  finally  returning  to  Chicago 
1880,  he  formed  a lasting  partnership  with  Alexander  Allison  which  woi 
bring  him  more  fame  and  worldwide  recognition  than  his  pa 
accomplishments. 

With  the  aid  of  Allison,  Kurz  perfected  the  chromolithography  proce; 
Until  this  time,  the  lithograph  was  produced  in  black  and  white  and  had 
be  colored  by  hand.  This  in  itself  was  often  a time  consuming  process  and 
two  lithographs  were  ever  colored  alike.  Kurz  and  Allison  perfected  t 
process  of  transferring  all  the  colors  from  the  lithographer's  stone  on  to  t 
print  itself.  This  lead  to  mass  production  of  the  lithographs  without  a losf 
quality. 


Today  the  Kurz  and  Allison  lithographs  are  quite  popular  and  valuable, 
he  prints  cover  a wide  multitude  of  subjects  including  Civil  War  battles, 
olitical  events,  and  illustrations  for  many  of  the  Country’s  leading 
eriodicals  of  the  day. 

Louis  Kurz,  in  his  later  years,  helped  form  the  Chicago  Arts  Institute 
hich  became  a leading  force  in  American  Art.  He  died  in  Chicago,  May  21, 
921.  His  artistic  accomplishments  earn  him  a prominent  position  in  art 
istory  and  his  Civil  War  store  card  token  (WIS  510X)  left  collectors  an 
dded  rememberance  of  these  contributions. 
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The  following  list  com- 
prises NOW  members  who  volun- 
teered to  participate  in  the 
NOW  Speakers  Bureau  program. 
Interested  groups  should  con- 
tact these  speakers  directly 
to  make  the  proper  arrange- 
ments . 

If  your  group  does  par- 
ticipate in  the  program,  it 
is  suggested  that  an  American 
Numismatic  Association  (ANA) 
Educational  Certificate  be 
ordered  for  your  guest  speaker 
providing,  of  course,  that  the 
presentation  is  of  quality  de- 
serving such  a certificate. 

Your  organization  will  be 
expected  to  provide  the  follow- 
ing courtesies  to  the  speaker: 

(1)  Contact  the  speaker 
no  later  than  one  month  prior 
to  the  proposed  arranged  date. 
Give  him/her  full  details  con- 
cerning time,  place  and  type 
of  program  desired. 


(2) The  speaker  should  be 
given  an  estimate  of  the  an- 
ticipated audience,  which 
should  be  no  fewer  than  10 
persons. 

(3) A  suitable  topic  should 
be  arranged  and  agreed  upon 
between  the  club  representative 

and  the  speaker.  The  moderator  ^ 

should  acquire  details  about 
the  speaker  and  his  topic  for 
a proper  introduction. 

(4) Format  and  length  of 
desired  talk  should  be  agreed 
upon  and  enforced.  A program 

of  20-30  minutes  for  a single  < 

speaker  and  15-20  minutes  for 
more  than  one  speaker  is  the 
general  guideline. 

(5) The  host  organization 
is  responsible  for  providing 
suitable  sound  and  projection 
equipment  if  necessary.  Matters 
concerning  mileage,  accommo- 
dations and  meals  ought  to  be 
agreed  upon  in  advance. 


Persons  participating  in 
the  NOW  Speakers  Bureau  pro- 
gram include  the  following: 

Clem  Bailey--P.O.  Box  275* 

Iola,  54945- - Ma I t a » general. 

Ken  B r e s s e t t -- P . 0 . Box  547* 
Racine*  53405-- c o I on i a I Amer- 
ica * gene  ra  I . 

Jack  Curtis--P.O.  Box  547* 
Stevens  Point--Saint  Gaudens* 
magician  tokens*  Chinese  coins. 

Virgil  Jackson--94  W.  Water 
St.*  Beaver  Dam--Isle  of  Man* 
type  coins*  China. 

Floyd  Janney--P. 0 . Box  469* 
Richland  C e n t e r- - I imi t e d avail- 
a b i I i t y . 

Arnold  J e f f c o a t - - c / o Numismatic 
News*  Iola  54945--gene ra  I . 

Chet  Krause--c/o  Numismatic 
News*  Iola  54945- - ge ne r a I * cur- 
rent events. 

Kurt  Kru ege r-- P. 0 . Box  7* 

K imb e r I y- - ex onum i a * general* 
grading*  YNs. 

Cliff  Mishler--c/o  Numismatic 
News*  Iola  54945--gene ra I * 
medals*  current  events. 

Richard  Phelps--P.0.  Box  212* 

Su ssex--Mo de rn  Greek  coins* 
circulating  tokens. 


Russell  Rulau--c/o  World  Coin 
News*  Iola  54945-- wo r I d coins* 
paper  money*  exonumia*  gold. 

Neil  Shafer--1220  Mound  Ave. * 
Racine  53405--world  paper  money 
and  gene  ra I . 

Mark  Fe r gu s on- - P . 0 . Box  2584, 
Oshkosh--grading. 

Gerald  Johnson--1921  Chase  St., 
Wisconsin  Ra p i d s - - e x o n urn i a . 

Coin  Bruce--c/o  Krause  Publi- 
cations, Iola  54945--world  coins 
and  paper  money. 

Milan  Alusic--P.O.  Box  1222, 
Racine  53405--world  currency. 

Lester  Bu r z in s k i- - 2105  Oak- 
ridge*  Ma d i s on- - A I a s k a n an l a . 

Len  Rosema I en--Box  3306* 
Madison--errors. 

Monte  Sherwin--Box  407,  Black 
River  Fa  I I s- -W i s c ons in  National 
Currency. 

Robert  Lane--3390  Crestview* 

0 s h k o s h- - sc ient i f ic  principles 
of  numismatics. 

Larry  S p a n b a ue r- - 1685  Crestview* 
Oshkosh--counterf eit  and  altered 
coins. 

Robert  Wilhite--c/o  Numismatic 
News*  Iola  54945 — market  of 
U . S . coins. 


by  Kurt  R.  Krueger,  WNWA 


Under  a bleak  and  rather  threatening  sky*  Kathy*  Kristopher 
and  I loaded  up  the  old  Suburban  and  took  off  for  our  annual 
Memorial  Day  holiday  in  the  splendor  of  Wisconsin's  great  north- 
woods.  The  call  of  the  whispering  Pines  and  crystal  clear  waters 
of  yet  unspoiled  lands  inspired  my  fantacies  even  more  than  my 
numismatic  pursuits. 

Nature  was  not  to  provide  ideal  weather*  however.  A cold 
front  had  moved  in  and  the  heavens  opened  her  valves  and  quenched 
the  thirsty  northwoods  with  much  need  rain.  For  us*  however*  the 
deep-running  water  of  virgin  lakes  had  yielded  one  of  her  mighty 
prizes:  The  elusive  Wisconsin  muskie*  the  wolf  of  the  waterways. 

An  exciting  compromise  for  the  unruly  weather  was  in  the 
iffing.  Saturday  evening  was  the  10th  reunion  of  the  Medford  High 
School  Class  of  '68.  For  me*  it  was  a very  special  occasion.  Med- 
ford* the  Pleasant  No r t h- Cent ra I Wisconsin  community  where  my 
numismatic  interest  was  spawned*  was  my  home  for  the  first  16 
years  of  my  life.  I attended  my  first  two  high  school  years  there* 
so  many  of  the  faces  had  been  unseen  for  at  least  a dozen  years. 

Nearly  7 07<  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  a decade  Past  had 
gathered  for  the  event.  The  class  had  produced  a doctor,  a lawyer* 
several  technicians*  a number  of  b u s ine s s - o r ie n t e d people  and 
a professional  numismatist. 

Among  the  first  to  greet  me  was  Jeff  Bockin*  q towering 
gent  who  had  been  a companion  on  many  an  early  adventure.  He 
seemed  a bit  amazed  that  my  childhood  hobby  had  been  transformed 
into  a business.  He  reminded  me  of  the  time  I talked  him  out  of 
an  old  two-cent  Piece  for  the  Paltry  sum  of  a quarter. 

Another  early  adventure  came  to  mind  as  our  conversation  pro- 
gressed. Many  a summer  day  had  been  spent  rooting  around  the  local 
dump  in  quest  of  old  bottles*  scrap  copper  and  other  collectable 
treasures.  One  such  trip  yielded  an  old  cigar  box  fully  loaded 
with  an  array  of  foreign  coins.  For  a pair  of  summer  urchins*  it 
was  a most  spectacular  reward. 

Another  friendly  face  stepped  forth.  John  Gebert*  a next-door 
neighbor  and  coin  collecting  commrade  who  I had  not  seen  for  eight 
years.  He  expressed  an  interest  in  my  numismatic  career*  noting 
that  he  followed  my  writings.  Our  conversation  brought  to  mind 
memories  of  Saturday  afternoons  sorting  out  cents  into  the  slots 
of  an  old  egg  carton.  An  ingenious  chap.  Johnnie  had  devised  his 
own  coin  albums  long  before  he  heard  of  a man  named  Dick  Yeoman 
or  a company  called  Whitman. 


Among  the  crowd  I caught  a glimpse  of  Don  Haas*  an  early 
commrade  who  shared  many  days  with  me  as  we  knocked  on  door  after 
door  asking  the  occupants  if  they  had  any  old  coins.  Our  toils 
rewarded  us  with  many  additions  to  the  empty  slots  of  our  card- 
board holders.  I didn't  get  a chance  to  chat  with  Don*  but  I 
talked  with  him  at  a coin  show  in  Wausaw  about  a year  ago.  He 
was  still  an  active  hobbyist  and  enjoyed  our  conversation  with 
recollections  of  early  searches. 

I guess  that  just  about  every  fellow  had  an  infatuation  with 
the  girl  down  the  street.  I am  no  exception.  In  my  case*  Mary 
Lynn  Hirt  was  now  married  to  another  classmate*  Marc  Kliest.  He 
asked  if  I was  still  involved  with  my  coin  business.  Of  course* 
my  answer  was  affirmative  and  Mary  Lynn  interjected  that  her  dad 
always  said  I had  a knack  for  wheeling  and  dealing.  Her  dad*  Les* 
helped  me  in  my  collecting  endeavors.  It  was  an  ideal  situation 
for  me  as  I had  the  opportunity  not  only  to  trade  with  Les  but 
also  be  close  to  his  lovely  clan  of  four  daughters. 

There  were  many  more  meetings  as  the  night  progressed.  Not 
all  were  reminiscent  of  coin  collecting.  Many  indicated  that  they 
had  read  my  by-line  and  had  seen  my  offerings  of  numismatic 
material . 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  comment  of  the  evening  came 
from  a guy  who  shall  remain  nameless.  He  stated*  /'You  don't 
look  like  a rich  person!''  I chuckled  and  told  him  that  I had 
never  laid  claim  to  that  fact*  yet  I had  managed  to  keep  the 
wolves  away.  As  he  walked  away*  I turned  to  Kathy  and  grinned 
and  thought  of  that  little  tyke  back  at  the  cottage  with  grandma 
and  grandpa.  I thought  how  lucky  I was  to  be  in  the  vocation  of 
my  own  choosing.  A feeling  of  satisfaction  swept  over  me  as  I 
counted  the  real  wealth  of  my  life. 


by  Gerald  Johnson,  WNWA 


It's  beginning  to  look  like  the  second  half  of  the  '70s 
wil I be  documented  as  an  era  of  numismatic  nostalgia.  A great 
deal  will  be  written  about  the  ''good  old  days''  of  collecting* 
past  fantastic  finds  and  purchases*  Pioneer  collectors  and 
hobby  firsts. 

Perhaps  this  burst  of  reminisance  is  a reaction  to  the 
double  digit  inflation  which  has  Pushed  such  classic  coins  as 
the  1913  nickel  and  the  1804  dollar  into  the  six-figure  price 
tags.  Perhaps  it  is  the  same  inflation  which  has  driven  much 
gold  out  of  the  hands  of  collectors  and  into  the  outstretched 
arms  of  speculators. 

Whatever  the  reason  for  the  warm  glow  of  numismatic  memories* 
several  important  birthdates  will  be  marked  this  year*  1979.  One 
of  the  most  important  is  the  40th  birthday  of  the  Central  States 
Numismatic  Society. 

ROOTS  OF  CSNS 

The  first  CSNS  conference  was  held  on  April  22-23*  1939  in 
Chicago*  III.  At  that  time*  it  was  the  second  largest  coin  con- 
vention held  in  the  United  States*  with  approximately  250  atten- 
dees. To  many  veteran  collectors*  1939  does  not  seem  that  long 
ago.  However*  the  250  registered  collectors  represented  an  in- 
credible crowd  of  people  to  attend  a show--esPecially  when  small 
Wisconsin  shows  see  over  600  registrants  today.  The  first  CSNS 
convention*  then*  is  an  excel  lent  benchmark  of  the  fantastic 
growth  of  the  numismatic  hobby. 

Included  in  this  first  two-day  program  at  the  Congress  Hotel 
were  a movie  (''Making  a Medal'')*  a banquet*  a 259-lot  auction 
(which  averaged  about  $3  per  lot)*  and  a forum  on  club  activities. 
Concerning  club  activities*  the  concerns  in  those  days  centered 
upon:  (1)  clubs*  associations  and  societies  falling  short  of 

their  purposes*  (2)  clubs  encouraging  youth  to  participate  in 
numismatics*  (3)  clubs  having  problems  in  maintaining  interest 
at  meetings*  and*  (4)  the  general  Public  not  being  exposed  to 
the  hobby  enough.  If  some  of  the  above  ''concerns''  sound  familiar 
to  you*  then  you  are  probably  a member  of  some  Wisconsin  club! 

The  first  business  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Lee 
Hewitt*  Publisher  of  Numismatic  Scrapbook.  At  the  meeting*  it  was 
decided  that  the  new  organization  would  include  the  states  of 
North  and  South  Dakota*  Nebraska*  Kansas*  Minnesota*  Iowa*  Mis- 
souri. Wisconsin*  Illinois*  Indiana*  Michigan*  Kentucky  and  Ohio. 


With  this  resolved?  a motion  was  made  to  name  the  organization 
''The  Central  Numismatic  Federation.''  However?  the  motion  fail- 
ed and  the  club  was  given  its  present  title. 

CSNS  VETERANS 

Among  the  first  officers  were  the  familiar  names  of  veteran 
numismatists  Arthur  Kelly?  Hubert  Polzer?  Hewitt  Judd  and  M.J. 
Carls.  Exhibits  at  the  first  show  were  exceptional  at  least  in 
val ue--over  $50  in  estimated  value  of  material  shown.  Included 
were  cent  and  gold  sets?  odd  and  curious?  world  crowns?  colonial? 
obsolete  paper  money?  patterns?  ancients?  medals  and  tokens. 

Among  the  exhibitors  was  B.  Max  Mehl  who  displayed  Stellas?  a 
1853-0  half  dollar  without  arrows  and  rays?  and  Pikes  Peak  geld. 

On  the  ''sign-in''  list  for  the  convention  were  such  famous 
numismatic  notables  as  RiPstra?  Green?  Boosel  and  Dewit  from  the 
Chicago  area?  Pozzer?  Stewart?  E.C.  Gerber?  L.W.  Culver?  R.E. 
Rieder?  F.H.  Miller  and  Paul  Joers  from  Milwaukee.  Other  Wiscon- 
sin collectors  attending  included  Ray  Braunel?  George  Hoffman 
and  L.  Wilczynski. 

Thus  was  formed  the  nation's  largest  regional  coin  collectors' 
club.  It  was  a loosely  knit  but  dynamic  organization.  Of  interest 
to  today's  collectors  are  the  souvenir  cards  and  wooden  tokens 
issued  for  the  event.  The  card  featured  an  aluminum  Lincoln  token 
struck  from  the  1864  die  used  in  striking  Civil  War  tokens?  and  a 
reverse  die  designed  by  Henri  RiPstra.  To  complement  the  card? 
a handsome  three-color  wooden  penny  was  issued  by  Numismatic  Scrap- 
book. Both  items  are  excellent  memorabi1 ia  for  today's  CSNS  members 
to  add  to  the  many  convention  medals  and  badges  issued  by  the  CSNS 
organization. 


by  Ivar  Barth,  East  Nekoosa 


Guess  that  just  atiout  every  coin  collector  in  the  Badger 
State  knows  that  by  now  Fritz  Voecks  got  married  a while  back. 

But  that's  not  strange  because  most  every  col  lector  in  the  state 
was  at  the  wedding  bash  at  High  Cliff. 

The  High  Cliff  Supper  Club--or  golf  club  housei  or  whatever 
its  proper  name--must  be  the  biggest  wooden  castle  in  Wisconsin! 
Anyway*  we  wound  through  all  the  corridors  until  we  found  half 
of  this  state's  numismatists  whooping  it  up  in  the  castle's 
main  hall. 

It  was  a dandy  night  and  real  different  for  most  collectors. 
No  coins*  paper  money--rare  or  c ommon-- c ha nge d hands*  even  over 
that  100-foot  drinking  bar  that  Fred  (senior)  had  setup  for  the 
friends  and  relatives  attending  the  gala  event. 

Congrats  to  the  newly  weds  and  happiness  always! 


by  Arthur  F.  Giere , WNWA 


Everybody  is  interested  in  money:  The  church  in  the  tithe* 
the  author  in  the  emolument*  the  banker  in  the  interest*  the 
burgular  in  the  loot*  the  capitalist  in  the  dividend*  the  clergy- 
man in  the  perquisite*  the  gallant  knight  in  the  largesse*  the 
gambler  in  the  chance*  the  government  in  the  tax*  the  heir  in 
the  inheritance*  the  hunter  in  the  bounty*  the  insurance  compnay 
in  the  premium*  the  inventor  in  the  royalty*  the  landlord  in  the 
rent*  the  lawyer  in  the  retainer*  the  miser  in  the  feel*  the  pen- 
sioner in  the  pension*  the  widow  in  the  dowry*  the  worker  in  the 
wage*  and  the  coin  collector  in  the  hobby. 

Nobody  is  against  money*  although  the  Good  Book  proclaims 
to  all  the  world  that  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil! 


Mike  s Coin  Shop 

BELLEVUE  PLAZA  • 1241  BELLEVUE  ROAD 
GREEN  BAY,  WISCONSIN  54301 
PHONE  (414)  468-7789 


COINS  AND  STAMPS 
BOUGHT  --  SOLD  --  TRADED 
FULL  LINE  OF  METAL  DETECTORS 


Mike  Ti esli ng 

ANA  LM  936 
N O W LM  #30 


by  Clement  F.  Bailey,  WNWA 


The  word  ''scarcity''  in  coin  collecting  is  of  prime  im- 
portance. At  the  same  time*  it  should  be  remembered  that 
''scarce  Pieces''  can  be  made  in  three  different  ways. 

The  first  way  is  the  creation  of  an  item  which  is  not  sup- 
pose to  exist.  In  1943*  the  U.S.  made  cents  from  steel  with  a 
zinc  coating.  The  official  word  was  that  no  copper  coins  were 
struck  that  year. 

Since  that  time*  the  hunt  has  been  on  for  genuine  1943 
copper  cents.  A few  of  them  have  been  ''authenticated''  as 
coins  made  in  error  by  the  mints.  They  are  few  and  far  between 
and  their  scarcity  is  not  questioned. 

By  the  way*  thousands  of  steel  cents  have  been  Plated  with 
copper  to  confuse  mankind.  A simple  magnetic  check  with  the 
magnet  on  the  kitchen  can  opener  will  make  a steel  cent  cling 
and  will  upset  the  jokerster  coin. 

After  1948*  a great  number  of  1943  copper  cents  started 
to  show  up  as  the  number  8 was  altered  to  look  like  a 3.  A 
check  with  the  genuine  1943  copper  shows  up  the  faker.  Actually* 
an  authentic  1943  copper  would  be  very  sharp  in  detail  because 
the  presses  were  set  up  to  strike  steel*  which  is  a heavier 
metal  than  copper.  Hence*  the  impression  would  be  very  sharp. 

The  second  mode  of  scarcity  involves  the  withdrawal  of  an 
item  from  the  public.  This  produces  a missing  link  for  the  col- 
lector and  causes  a situation  where  demand  outstrips  supply. 

For  years*  collectors  did  not  normally  collect  notes  of 
SlOO  or  higher  in  denomination  as  the  monetary  value  of  the  note 
was  more  than  its  collector  value.  Back  in  June  1946*  the  Federal 
Reserve  Board  deleted  the  printing  of  all  notes  $500  or  higher. 

In  June  1969*  the  denominations  over  $100  were  retired  from  cir- 
culation. 

This  scarcity  created  a collectors'  market  for  the  higher 
denomination  notes*  which  became  scarce  while  receiving  a lot 
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Scarcity  can  also  be  caused  by  putting  a corner  on  the  mar- 
ket. Such  an  example  happened  with  the  commemorative  coins  struck 
for  the  San  Diego  [a  I 1/  / f ornia-Pac  l f // lc  Expo'/sit  ion  in  1935-36. 

When  the  promoter  of  that  exposition  died  in  1966*  his  es- 
tate contained  31*050  of  the  half  dollars.  In  the  days  of  the 
c omme  m oratives*  the  Mint  would  produce  the  coins  with  a half  dol- 
lar face  value  for  events  or  expositions.  The  committees  of  the 
events  were  then  allowed  to  sell  the  coins  for  a higher  value  than 

face  to  raise  funds  for  the  event. 

A coin  dealer  purchased  the  hoard*  put  them  out  of  sight* 
and  the  price  never  did  drop  as  the  coin  is  still  considered 
to  be  scarce . 
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Contract  Rates* 

Single  Issue  Rates* 

One-quarter  page  . . . 

One-quarter  page..... 

One-half  page 

. . . 60 

One-half  page.. ...... 

. . 18 

One  Page.. 

One  Page . 

*A11  rates  are  for  camera  ready  copye  Advertisements  submit- 
ted not  camera  ready  will  be  charged  an  additional  $5  for 
one-quarter  page  ads  and  $10  for  one-half  page  and  one  page 
ads  o 

Advertisers  Please  Note 

All  correspondance  relating 
to  advertising  should  be  sent 
to  Mark  Ferguson*  P.0.  Box 
2584*  Oshkosh  54901.  Make  all 
remittances  payable  to  Numis- 
matists of  Wisconsin. 


Deadline 

Copy  must  be  received  as  fol- 
lows: March  Issue*  Feb.  1* 

June  Issue*  May  1*  September 
Issue*  August  1*  December  Is- 
sue* Nov.  1. 

Other  Requirements 
No  mail  bid  sale  listings  not  ads  offering  layaways  accept- 
ed No  ads  accepted  from  minors.  All  ads  must  have  numismatic 
significance.  Because  of  advance  deadlines*  prices  stated  in 
many  ads  may  be  subject  to  change. 


Mechanical  Requirements 

Full  Page*  37x47  Picas*  half 
page  may  be  vertical  or  hori- 
zontal in  format.  Single  col- 
umn width*  17  Picas. 

Contracts 

Available  for  four  issues 
per  year*  first  come  first 
serve  basis.  Inside  and  back 
covers  available  at  $125  per 
year.  If  new  copy  has  not 
been  received  by  deadline* 
previous  ad  will  be  repeatedo 
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A MESSAGE  FROM  YOUR 
NOW  SECRETARY-TREASURER 

Right  off  the  bat,  I would 
like  to  state  that  I am  quite 
pleased  and  happy  being  the 
s e c re t ar y- 1 re  as u r e r of  this 
fine  organization.  I hope  that 
each  member  is  receiving  prompt 
attention  from  me  and  that  many 
of  you  have  received  your  new 
NOW  membership  cards. 

We  still  have  over  120 
members  who  have  not  responded 
to  my  letter  of  Jan.  2‘  notify- 
ing them  of  their  delinquent 
dues.  Additionally*  only  three 
coin  clubs  have  paid.  Where 
are  the  rest? 

I must  apologize  to  life 
members.  I know  that  your  dues 
were  paid*  but  I felt  it  neces- 
sary to  enclose  four  membership 
applications  so  you  could  sign 
up  new  members. 

To  all  members*  I would 
like  to  reiterate  this:  It 
is  your  dues  and  continued 
support  which  enables  NOW  to 
grow  and  sponsor  its  many  pro- 
jects throughout  the  year. 

In  a few  months*  each  mem- 
ber will  receive  a ballot. 
Please  exercise  your  organi- 
zational rights  and  vote. 


Sincerely* 


show 

schedule 

All  Wisconsin  clubs  are 
urged  to  mail  information  re- 
garding their  coin  shows  to  the 
editor  at  the  earliest  possible 
date . 


MILWAUKEE.. April  1 

South  Shore  Coin  Club  16th  An- 
nual Coin  Show*  St.  Romans* 

4300  S.  20th  St.*  admission 
free.  G.  Fuss*  3024  W.  Forest 
Home  Ave. * Milwaukee*  Wis. 

53215. 

SHEBOYGAN April  22 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club  Show*  Emil 
Mazery  Hal  I*  5425  Superior  Ave. 
admission  free.  Robert  Keppert* 
Sheboygan  Coin  Club*  1230  Co- 
lumbus Ave.*  Sheboygan*  Wis. 
53081. 

EAU  CLAIRE April  29 

Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Club  Eau 
Claire  Show*  Holiday  Inn.  Jer- 
ome Tillung*  817  Morningside 
Dr.*  Eau  Claire*  Wis.  54701. 

OSHKOSH May  13 

Oshkosh  Coin  Club  Spring  Coin 
Jamboree*  Park  Plaza  Shopping 
Center.  Larry  Spanbauer,  1685 
Crestview  Dr.*  Oshkosh*  Wis. 
54901. 

TOMAH 20 

Tomah  Coin  Club  2nd  Annual 
Spring  Show.  Holiday  Inn.  Cliff 
Manthe,  418  W.  Nott  St.,  Tomah, 
Wis.  54660. 


************ 


Buy  • Sell  • Trade 

bulk  silver  • gold 
proof  sets  • rolls 
currency  • foreign 
stamps  • etc. 


P.O.  Box  1981,  Appleton,  Wis.  54911 
A.N.A.  L.M.  1818 

JAMES  BAYER  PHONE  414-739-1089 


His  name  was  Johnson*  a name  I always  associate  with  an 
incident  in  my  early  days  of  collecting.  He  came  into  Grimms' 
Pharmacy*  where  I was  employed*  with  a small  lot  of  coins 
which  he  wanted  to  sell. 

The  lot  consisted  of  silver  dollars  and  large  cents  with 
a few  minor  Pieces.  After  examining  the  dollars*  I told  him 
they  were  worth  only  a small  premium  and  I wouldn't  be  inter- 
ested in  acquiring  them.  His  disappointment  was  reflected  in 
the  tone  of  his  voice.  He  continued  his  sales  talk*  as  to  how 
the  dollars  had  been  in  his  family  for  years*  how  they  must  be 
valuable  or  they  wouldn't  have  kept  them. 

I casually  looked  over  the  large  cents  and  noticed  an  1804 
in  VF  condition.  After  making  a quick  check  of  the  /'O''  in  the 
date  and  the  ''O''  on  the  reverse*  I offered  him  $10.  He  took 
the  com  and  showed  it  to  Mr.  Grimm  and  told  him*  ''He's  going 
to  give  me  $10  for  it!''  in  astonishment.  The  way  he  went  on 
and  on*  he  began  to  worry  me.  I thought  he  was  going  to  change 
his  mind  and  not  sell  me  the  coin. 

Anyway*  I bought  the  coin  after  Mr.  Grimm  approved  my  Putting 
a due  slip  in  the  register  to  finance  the  transaction.  This  was 
1938*  a Depression  year*  and  very  few  people  carried  $10  on  them. 
We  were  only  two  years  removed  from  President  Roosevelt  having 
closed  all  banks.  Both  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Grimm  thought  I was 
''touched.''  Yet*  the  price  at  the  time  was  fair  for  this  scarce 
cent.  I still  treasure  the  coin  today. 


by  Michael  E.  Segersin,  WNWA 


One  of  the  most  troublesome  projects  of  putting  together  a 
coin  show  is  lining  up  club  members  to  exhibit.  One  of  the  most 
frequent  excuses  given  is  a simple  ''I  don't  have  anything  to 
exhibit.''  Nuts! 

The  direct  intention  of  this  article  is  to  direct  the  person 
who  has  never  exhibited.  Here  are  some  ideas  on  how  to  put  an 
exhibit  together. 

PURPOSE 

In  order  to  Put  together  an  exhibit*  we  should  realize  that 
the  purpose  of  exhibiting  is  not  to  win  a trophy.  Exhibits  should 
tell  a story  to  the  general  Public. 

To  explain  a good  exhibit*  let's  look  at  what  does  not  make 
a good  exhibit.  A good  exhibit  is  not  vulgar  in  its  display  of 
wealth*  i.e.  80-90  large  gold  Pieces  with  prices  on  the  holders. 

It  is  not  a show  window  of  rarities  concentrating  on  the  value  of 
the  coin  rather  than  the  story  behind  that  coin.  It  is  not  a 
miscellaneous  hodgepodge  of  modern  proof  sets. 

As  was  said*  a good  exhibit  tells  a story.  In  the  information 
connected  with  the  exhibit  should  be  a short  introduction  of  the 
subject  displayed.  The  exhibit  must  be  properly  titled--that  is* 
the  title  should  properly  relate  to  the  material  exhibited.  For 
instance*  don't  put  a title  of  ''Cents''  on  an  exhibit  consisting 
only  of  Lincoln  cents. 

Information  to  be  included  with  the  exhibit  entails  the  de- 
scription of  the  coin  or  medal*  where  it  was  struck*  the  metallic 
content*  the  designer*  Act  of  Congress  authorizing  the  coin  to  be 
struck*  economic  circumstances  which  brought  the  coin  about  and 
those  leading  to  its  demise.  Other  information  which  could  be 
included  concerns  public  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  coin. 

In  order  to  make  the  exhibit  attractive  and  eye  catching* 
use  color.  The  color  of  the  background  should  enhance  the  coins. 
For  instance*  don't  use  a brown  backdrop  for  toned  Lincoln  cents. 

A better  choice  of  color  would  be  light  green  or  yellow. 

Another  appraoch  which  can  make  the  exhibit  more  appealing 
is  the  use  of  drawings*  etchings*  Pictures*  engravings*  etc.  An 
appropriate  use  of  drawings*  for  instance*  would  be  to  include 
an  outline  map  of  the  German  Republic  associated  with  various 
German  City-States  coins.  Another  avenue  would  be  the  incorpor- 
ation of  portraits  of  coin  designers  in  dealing  with  an  exhibit 


The 
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outlining  that  designer's  contributions.  Engravings  might  be  used 
in  the  case  of  a display  of  early  broken  bank  notes. 

The  whole  secret  of  a successful  exhibit  is  not  the  number 
of  trophies  woni  rather  how  many  people  stop  to  notice  your  message 
Remember*  the  purpose  of  the  use  of  colors*  Pictures  and  engravings 
is  to  get  your  message  across  to  the  public.  If  the  gimmicks  you 
choose  to  catch  the  public's  interest  dont  fulfull  this  purpose* 
you  are  better  off  to  leave  them  out  of  the  exhibit. 

WHAT  TO  EXHIBIT 

By  now*  you  are  probably  telling  yourself  that  you  don't  have 
anything  to  exhibit.  This  is  probably  not  true.  Instead*  you  prob- 
ably need  some  suggestions  on  what  to  exhibit. 

The  first  myth  to  get  over  is  that  an  exhibit  has  to  be  made 
up  of  expensive  materials  to  be  good.  Not  true.  One  of  the  best 
exhibits  I have  ever  seen  was  created  for  under  $25.  The  exhibit 
told  the  story  on  how  a coin  was  made.  The  display  was  successful 
because  it  got  the  message  across  to  the  public*  which  paused  to 
read  it. 

As  far  as  some  suggestions  for  exhibits  the  average  collector 
can  afford  to  put  together*  a few  ideas  have  popped  into  my  mind: 

1.  Coins  smaller  than  cent-size! 

2.  Odd-shaped  coins! 

3.  Coins  with  odd  denominations! 

4.  One  cent  coins  of  the  world! 

5.  Topica I s! 

6.  British  Commonwealth  20th  century  bronze  and  copper  coins! 

7.  How  to  properly  grade  coins! 

8.  Books  that  should  be  required  in  a col  I e : tor's  library. 

In  every  case  listed*  the  exhibit  could  be  Put  together  with- 
out shelling  out  a minor  fortune.  Most  collectors  would  have  a 
great  deal  of  fun  working  on  these  themes*  not  to  mention  the 
wealth  of  information  they  would  digest  as  a consequence. 

Remember*  it  is  not  how  much  the  exhibit  is  worth*  but  how 
much  the  exhibit  tells  a story  that's  really  important.  The  ex- 
hibit should  have  all  the  elements  of  a good  news  story;  Who* 

What*  When*  Where*  Why  and  How. 


WE’LL  HAVE  CHOICE  MINT  STATE 
U.S.  COINS  FOR  YOU  AT  OUR 
N.O.W.  SHOW  TABLE 
IN  MILWAUKEE 


As  specialists  in  choice  mint  state  U.S.  coins, 
we  have  one  of  the  leading  selections  of  this 
material  in  Wisconsin.  We  invite  you  to  visit  our 
table  at  the  N.O.W.  show  to  inspect  and  to  pur- 
chase choice  U.S.  coins  from  our  inventory.  We 
are  also  very  interested  in  purchasing  this  quality 
material  ourselves.  If  you  are  considering  selling 
choice  coins  we  would  be  pleased  to  make  an 
offer  on  what  you  have  for  sale.  The  coin  market 
is  booming  in  this  area  of  specialization,  and  we 
have  thousands  of  customers  throughout  the 
country  who  eagerly  want  choice  U.S.  coins.  In 
Wisconsin,  we  believe  we  can  offer  you  the  most 
satisfaction  when  it  comes  to  buying  or  selling 
choice  U.S.  rare  coins.  Let  us  serve  you.  Thank  you! 


Mark  Ferguson 

Rare  Coin 
Company,  Inc. 


Post  Office  Box  2584  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin  54903 


Phone  414-233-6777 


PASSPORT 


to  your  World  of  Numismatics 

• Coins  of  the  World  1750-1850 

• A Catalog  of  Modem  World  Coins 

• Current  Coins  of  the  World 

• Coins  of  Canada 

• Modem  European  Coins 

• Modem  British  Commonwealth  Coins 

• Modem  Latin  American  Coins 

• Mexican  Coins 

• Ancient  Greek  Coins 

• Cast  Coinage  of  Korea 

Whether  faraway  exotic  places,  past  cultures,  or 
present-day  foreign  coinage  strikes  your  fancy. 
Whitman  is  your  passport  to  the  whole  world  of 
your  fascinating  hobby.  See  your  dealer  today. 


\ Whitman  Coin  Products  from 

W WESTERN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  INC. 

\ Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 

J 


Fox  Valley  Coin  Exchange 


103  East  Kimberly  Avenue  Kimberly,  Wisconsin  54136 

TELEPHONE  414-731-5451 

NATIONWIDE  TELETYPE  SERVICE 


WISCONSIN’S  ONLY  FULL  SERVICE  DEALER 


WISCONSIN’S  MOST  KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 


OVER  60  YEARS  COMBINED  EXPERIENCE 


WHEN  BUYING  OR  SELLING,  IT  PAYS 
TO  CONTACT  THE  PROFESSIONALS 


* 


FRED,  FRITZ 
& RANDY  VOECKS 


FOXY  A.N.A.  38584 


b *7  6 *7  £ 


11 


i ft  V 1 0 1 

SNOIlVOUBfld  3snvd» 
3SHVd>t  -L3H0 

|w[0|\j  0061 


TOZI^b  I M ‘3JTBI3  ' 

■jq  apis^uiujow  /! 
^un  | |ii  auuo  j a p ’j 


